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Origins
The name Keyser is part of the ancient legacy of the Anglo Saxon tribes of Britain. Keyser
was a name used for a person who behaved in an imperious manner or it may have also
referred to someone who played the part of an emperor in a pageant or play. Keyser is derived
from the German word kaiser, which means emperor. This was originally derived from the
German word "keiser," which in turn came from the Old German word "keisar;" these both
were derived from the Latin imperial title "Caesar," which was originally a family name. The
most famous members of this family are the great Roman general and statesman Julius Caesar
and his adopted son Augustus Caesar, who was the first Roman Emperor. The German title
Kaiser was used by the Holy Roman Emperors from Otto I, who ascended the throne in 962
to Francis II, who relinquished the title in 1806. The surname Keyser was often brought to
England by German settlers, many of whom were imported as laborers following the Norman
Conquest in 1066.

Ancient History
While your recent ancestors and famous people bearing your surname may be known to you,
it is often a family's distant past which fades into the unknown over the centuries. Research
has shown that this surname is of Anglo-Saxon origin. Few cultures have had the lasting
impact on English society as that of the Anglo-Saxons. The Keyser family history draws
upon this heritage as the bearers of the name influenced and were influenced by the history of
the English nation. Historians have carefully scrutinized such ancient manuscripts as the
Domesday Book, compiled in 1086 A.D., the Ragman Rolls (1291-1296), the Curia Regis
Rolls, the Pipe Rolls, the Hearth Rolls, parish registers, baptismals, tax records and other
ancient documents and found the first record of the name Keyser in Oxfordshire, where they
held a family seat from ancient times.
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As peace was restored, the Keyser surname emerged as that of a notable English family in the
county of Oxfordshire, where William le Keiser was registered in 1195, and where Samson and
Thomas le Cayser were registered in 1273. Before the 14th century the family branched to
Kent, where Robert le Keser and Lambert Keser were recorded during the period from the
reign of King Edward I to the rule of King Edward III. The family remained in Kent for
several centuries for Thomas Keysar and Rachel Ward were married at Canterbury in 1663,

Spelling Variations
Many different spellings of the surname were found in the archives researched. Although the
spelling Keyser occurred in many manuscripts, from time to time the surname was spelt
Kaiser, Kaeser, Kaser, Keiser, Keaser, Kesser, Keysar, Keyser, Cayser and Keser, and these
variations in spelling frequently occurred, even between father and son. It was also common
to find the same individual referred to with different spellings of their surname. In the 16th
century the famous playwright William Shakespeare signed his own name with different
spellings and legal documents added further to the possible variations. "Shakespeare,"
"Shakespere," "Shakespear," "Shakspere" and "Shaxspere" were all used in reference to this
famous individual. Scribes, church officials and the bearers of a name spelled words as they
sounded rather than adhering to any spelling rules.

Early History
The Saxons were a Teutonic tribe originally from northern Germany who began to settle in
England in about the year 400 A.D. Their first settlements were in Kent, on the south east
coast. Gradually, they probed north and westward from Kent and during the next four
hundred years forced the ancient Britons back into Wales and Cornwall to the west. They
won territories as far north as Lancashire and Yorkshire, pushing the Britons into Cumbria
and Southern Scotland. The Angles, another Teutonic tribe, occupied the eastern coast, the
south folk in Suffolk, the north folk in Norfolk. The Angles sometimes invaded as far north
as Northumbria and the Scottish border. The Angle and Saxon cultures blended together as
they came to dominate the country. For hundreds of years England was comprised of five
independent Anglo-Saxon kingdoms until unification in the 9th century. By 1066, England,
under Harold, was enjoying reasonable peace and prosperity. However, the Norman invasion
from France and their victory at the Battle of Hastings meant that the Anglo-Saxon
landowners lost their property to the invaders. The Saxons were restive under Norman rule,
and many moved northward to the midlands, Lancashire and Yorkshire, where Norman
influence was less pervasive. Rebellious Norman nobles frequently joined them in their flight
northward.
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and John Keyser married Alice Pike at the Cathedral in 1670. By the 18th century the family
had branched to London, where Adam Keiser married Mary Milborn in 1739.

During this period Irish lands were granted to Oliver Cromwell's soldiers and to Protestant
settlers. While some of the confiscated lands were returned to their owners during the reign of
King Charles II, most remained in the hands of newcomers. The Keaser family was registered
in Ireland at the end of the 17th century.

Settlers

Early Notables
Distinguished members of the family include Samson le Cayser, prominent 13th century
landholder in Oxfordshire.

Life in Ireland
Over the centuries, turmoil was not unknown in England. Disputes over royal succession,
baronial revolts, fear of foreign invasion, and wars with neighbors in Scotland and Wales, all
created periods of strife. However, these problems had largely been resolved by the Tudor
monarchs. The succession of the Stuart monarchs saw the rise of political problems which
effected even the common man. Conflicts between the king and parliament, and between the
Catholics and the Protestants, along with plague and the great fire in London, made the 17th
century a turbulent time. It is not surprising then to find that many families were banished
or willfully left England.

The Great Migration
Turmoil at home made the New World appear attractive to many families in England. They
immigrated to Canada, the United States, Australia, and some moved to continental Europe.
Members of the Keyser family risked the hazardous voyage to start a new life in new lands.
This decision to emigrate was never made casually, for while there were hardships at home,
the journey across the sea was so perilous that up to 40 percent of a ship's passengers would
not reach their destination.

• George Keyser, who sailed to Lynn, Massachusetts in 1638
• Thomas Keyser, who arrived in Lynn, Mass in 1638
• Peter Keyser, who came to Germantown, Pennsylvania in 1683
• Dirk Keyser, who arrived in Germantown in 1691
• Dirrck Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1691-1692
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As well as 189 more in the Appendix.

• George Friedrich Keyser and Johann Keyser, who came to America in
1709-1710

• Agnis Keyser arrived in Philadelphia in 1729
• Agnis Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1729
• Eliza Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1729
• Jacob Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1729
• Welder Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1729

Current Notables
By the time of the American Revolution (1775-1783), the colonial population had reached
approximately 2.5 million people. Black slaves constituted roughly 22 percent of the total;
about 250,000 were Scots-Irish; approximately 200,000 were Germans. Protestants formed
the overwhelming majority of white people, although approximately 25,000 Roman
Catholics and about 1000 Jews also lived in the colonies. Approximately 50,000 people loyal
to the British crown made their way north to Canada following the American Revolution.
They were known as the United Empire Loyalists, and were granted lands in Nova Scotia,
along the St. Lawrence River and along the Niagara Peninsula.

• Merten de Keyser (b.1536) 16th-century French printer and publisher
• Nicaise de Keyser (1813-1887) Belgian painter of portraits and historical

tableaux
• William Keyser (1835-1904) executive of the Baltimore and Ohio

Railroad
• Charles Edward Keyser (1847-1929) British stockbroker and authority on

English church architecture
• Ephraim Keyser (b.1850) American sculptor
• Agnes Keyser (1852-1941) the wealthy daughter of a Stock Exchange

member, a British humanitarian, courtesan and longtime mistress to
Edward VII of the United Kingdom

• Cassius Jackson Keyser (1862-1947) American mathematician
• Charles Keyser (1871-1965) Australian politician
• Vladimir Keyser. (b.1878) Russian Olympic fencer
• Jacques Keyser (1885-1954) Dutch Olympic athlete
• Brigadier-General George Vernon Keyser (1895-1972) American Chief

of Counter Intelligence Corps (1947-1948)
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As well as 46 more in the Appendix.
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Conclusion

 
"History of the Descendants of Charles Keyser" by Florence Skinner Miller.
 
Please note: We do not have these publications in our library. They come from the catalog of
Genealogical titles in the collection of the Library of Congress. Most of these Genealogies
were published by their authors, probably with one small print run. You can locate these
publications through the Library of Congress (http://catalog.loc.gov/webvoy.htm), or we
would suggest trying to contact a library in the locale of publication (you may be able to use
inter-library loan, through your local library).

Suggested Further Readings
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Surname Variants of Keyser

Appendix - Notable List
• Merten de Keyser (b.1536) 16th-century French printer and publisher

• Nicaise de Keyser (1813-1887) Belgian painter of portraits and historical tableaux

• William Keyser (1835-1904) executive of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad

• Charles Edward Keyser (1847-1929) British stockbroker and authority on English
church architecture

• Ephraim Keyser (b.1850) American sculptor

• Agnes Keyser (1852-1941) the wealthy daughter of a Stock Exchange member, a British
humanitarian, courtesan and longtime mistress to Edward VII of the United Kingdom

• Cassius Jackson Keyser (1862-1947) American mathematician

• Charles Keyser (1871-1965) Australian politician

• Vladimir Keyser. (b.1878) Russian Olympic fencer

• Jacques Keyser (1885-1954) Dutch Olympic athlete

• Brigadier-General George Vernon Keyser (1895-1972) American Chief of Counter
Intelligence Corps (1947-1948)

• Andre Werner Keyser (1938-2010) South African palaeontologist and geologist

• Véronique De Keyser (b.1945) Belgian politician

• Christopher Adam Keyser (b.1960) American producer and writer of prime-time
dramas

• Alexei Paul de Keyser (1967-2004) British television producer

• Robert Shaw Kaeser, American physicist

• Jeffrey Patrick Kaiser, former American Major League Baseball pitcher

• Edgar F. Kaiser Jr., Canadian financier and a former owner of the Denver Broncos
American football team

• Joseph Kaiser, Canadian operatic tenor

• Peter Kaiser (1793-1864) historian and statesman from Liechtenstein

• Frederik Kaiser (1808-1872) Dutch astronomer

• Alexander Keyserling (1815-1891) German geologist

• Alexander Kaiser (1819-1872) Austrian painter and lithographer

• Eugen von Keyserling (1833-1889) German arachnologist

• Eduard von Keyserling (1855-1918) German writer

• Theophilus William John Keast (1872-1938) Australian politician

• Georg Kaiser (1878-1945) writer of the Expressionist movement

• Hermann Graf Keyserling (1880-1946) German philosopher

• Henry Jon Kaiser (1882-1967) American industrialist and founder of more than 100
companies including Kaiser Aluminum and Kaiser Steel
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• Jakob Kaiser (1888-1961) German politician and resistance leader during World War II

• Franz Kaiser (1891-1962) German astronomer

• Major-General Laurence Bollon Keiser (1896-1969) American Director of Ground,
American Advisory Group to China (1946-1948)

• Noble Kizer (1900-1940) American football player and coach

• Leon Keyserling (1908-1987) American economist

• Willy Kaiser (1912-1986) German boxer who competed at the 1936 Summer Olympics
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Appendix - Settler List
American Settlers

• George Keyser, who sailed to Lynn, Massachusetts in 1638

• Thomas Keyser, who arrived in Lynn, Mass in 1638

• Peter Keyser, who came to Germantown, Pennsylvania in 1683

• Dirk Keyser, who arrived in Germantown in 1691

• Dirrck Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1691-1692

• George Friedrich Keyser and Johann Keyser, who came to America in 1709-1710

• Agnis Keyser arrived in Philadelphia in 1729

• Agnis Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1729

• Eliza Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1729

• Jacob Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1729

• Welder Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1729

• Hieroninus Keyser, who arrived in New Jersey in 1730

• Anna Melia Keyser, aged 19, arrived in Pennsylvania in 1731

• Feroniea Keyser, aged 66, arrived in Pennsylvania in 1731

• Magdelena Keyser, aged 28, landed in Pennsylvania in 1731

• Ulrich Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1731

• Veich Keyser, aged 70, arrived in Pennsylvania in 1731

• Hans Jacob Keyser, aged 24, arrived in Pennsylvania in 1732

• Paulus Keyser, aged 27, landed in Pennsylvania in 1732

• Joanis Keyser, aged 50, landed in Pennsylvania in 1734

• Lorentz Keyser, who arrived in Pennsylvania in 1737

• Henry Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1740

• Rudy Keyser, who arrived in Pennsylvania in 1743

• Eckhardt Keyser, who arrived in Philadelphia, Pa in 1749

• Leonhardt Keyser, who landed in Philadelphia, Pa in 1749

• Joh Georg Keyser, who arrived in Pennsylvania in 1750

• Andreas Keyser, aged 24, arrived in Pennsylvania in 1753

• Martin Keyser, aged 30, arrived in Pennsylvania in 1753

• Johan Christian Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1754

• Johannes Keyser, who arrived in Pennsylvania in 1754

• George Michael Keyser, who arrived in New York in 1761

• Godfrey Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1764

• Andrew Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1765
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• Peter Keyser, who arrived in Pennsylvania in 1765

• Philip Keyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1773

• Jacques Keyser, who arrived in New York, NY in 1782

• Otto Keyser, who arrived in Pennsylvania in 1797

• Bergitta Christina Keyser, who landed in Philadelphia, Pa in 1804

• Wilhelm Keyser, who arrived in Philadelphia, Pa in 1804

• Samuel Keyser, who landed in Somerset County, Pa in 1838

• Masset Keyser, who landed in New York in 1839

• Fredrick Keyser, who landed in Mississippi in 1840

• Christopher Keyser, who arrived in Allegany (Allegheny) County, Pa in 1872

Surname Variants of Keyser

• Sarah Keysar, who landed in Maryland in 1671

• Timothy Keysar sailed to Maryland in 1677

• Timothy Keysar, who arrived in Maryland in 1677

• Johs Kaisser, who arrived in New York in 1709

• Mattheus Keizer, who landed in New York in 1709

• Henrig Keyzer, who arrived in New York in 1709

• Jacob Keiser, who arrived in Carolina in 1734

• Johannes Keiser, who arrived in Pennsylvania in 1734

• Rodolff Keiser, who arrived in Carolina in 1734

• Verena Keiser, who landed in Carolina in 1734

• Hans Michal Keysor, aged 8, landed in Pennsylvania in 1734

• Juliana Keysor, aged 4, arrived in Pennsylvania in 1734

• Hans Philip Kyser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1737

• Jerick Kaiser came to Philadelphia, PA in 1740

• Henrich Kaisler came to Philadelphia in 1740

• Jerick Kaiser, aged 26, arrived in Pennsylvania in 1740

• Henrick Kaisler, aged 21, arrived in Pennsylvania in 1740

• Ulrich Kaeser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1747

• Eckhart Keiser, who landed in Pennsylvania in 1749

• Leonhart Keiser, who arrived in Pennsylvania in 1749

Canadian Settlers
Surname Variants of Keyser

• Harry Keast, aged 20, who arrived at Ellis Island destined for Victoria, B.C., in 1914

Australian Settlers
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Surname Variants of Keyser

• George Keast arrived in Adelaide aboard the ship "Aboukir" in 1847

• John Keast arrived in Adelaide aboard the ship "David Malcolm" in 1847

• George Keast arrived in Adelaide aboard the ship "Aboukir" in 1847

• Frederick Kaser arrived in Adelaide aboard the ship "Madawaska" in 1849

• John F. Keiser arrived in Adelaide aboard the ship "Madawaska" in 1849

New Zealand Settlers
Surname Variants of Keyser

• Ludwilla Kayser, aged 35, a servant, arrived in Wellington aboard the ship
"Terpsichore" in 1876
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Here is a listing of some of the sources consulted when researching British surnames.  The
resources below directly or indirectly influenced the authors of  our surname histories. We
have most of these titles in our library, others we have borrowed or had access to. Source
materials have been chosen for their reliability and authenticity. Our research into surnames is
ongoing, and we are continually adding to our source library. For each surname history, we
seek and refer to sources specific to the surname; these are generally not included in the list
below.
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